
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5486 September 11, 2013 
In 1978, he enlisted in the United 

States Army before becoming a mem-
ber of the Hawaii Army National Guard 
in 1983. He served honorably until 2001, 
when he chose to continue his commit-
ment to the United States as a member 
of the Hawaii Air National Guard. He 
also served as an officer in the Hono-
lulu Police Department for 25 years. 

As a veteran of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Derrick truly understood what it 
meant to sacrifice for others. A true 
patriot, he was a man of compassion, 
understanding, and unwavering re-
solve. His wife, JoAnn, and two sons, 
Michael and John, are his greatest leg-
acy and will continue to share Der-
rick’s aloha. 

On behalf of the First Congressional 
District of Hawaii, and the entire State 
of Hawaii, I would like to bid a fond 
aloha to Derrick and thank him for his 
selfless contributions to the defense of 
our country. As we say in Hawaii, ‘‘a 
hui hou,’’ Derrick—until we meet 
again. 
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b 1230 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
BOULDER WEEKLY 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Boulder Weekly— 
an alternative newspaper based in my 
hometown of Boulder, Colorado—on 20 
years of publication, a challenging feat 
for any newspaper, even more so for a 
newspaper that’s freely available to 
readers both in Boulder County, where 
print editions are freely distributed, as 
well as nationally over the Internet. 

They’ve had a number of in-depth, in-
cisive reports that have uncovered 
human rights abuses within our own 
prison system in Colorado. They’ve 
given detailed coverage on the impact 
of organic farming practices and GMOs 
and fracking. 

It’s very difficult these days to find a 
trusted investigative news source. The 
Boulder County community is very for-
tunate to have one in the Boulder 
Weekly, and I rise to congratulate 
them on their 20th anniversary. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2775, NO SUBSIDIES 
WITHOUT VERIFICATION ACT 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 339 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 339 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 2775) to condition 
the provision of premium and cost-sharing 
subsidies under the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act upon a certification that 

a program to verify household income and 
other qualifications for such subsidies is 
operational, and for other purposes. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The amendment printed in 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered 
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any amendment thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except: 
(1) one hour of debate, with 40 minutes equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce and 20 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The gentleman from 
Texas is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. POLIS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 339 provides for the consid-
eration of H.R. 2775, the No Subsidies 
Without Verification Act of 2013. This 
is a critical bill as the Obama adminis-
tration begins to implement and sign 
up people for the insurance exchanges 
in literally less than 3 weeks’ time. 

I am a member of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Mr. Speaker. I 
can tell you that the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services appears ill 
prepared to verify that the people 
qualifying for the numerous govern-
ment handouts and subsidies included 
in the Affordable Care Act actually 
meet the income requirements for 
those subsidies. Because fraud and 
abuse have been rampant in just about 
every program that is administered by 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, including Medicare and Med-
icaid, a certified verification system 
being in place prior to the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care Act is crit-
ical. This bill addresses this extreme 
deficiency in the inappropriately 
named Affordable Care Act. 

The rule before us today provides for 
1 hour of debate equally divided be-
tween the majority and the minority. 
Further, the rule makes a correction to 
the underlying bill, clarifying that the 
Inspector General for Health and 
Human Services, rather than the Sec-
retary, which is a partisan position, is 
better equipped to oversee the verifica-

tion process for the eligibility of sub-
sidies. Finally, the minority is afforded 
the customary motion to recommit, al-
lowing for yet another opportunity to 
amend the legislation. 

H.R. 2775, the No Subsidies Without 
Verification Act, introduced by Mrs. 
BLACK from Tennessee, is an important 
piece of legislation to protect taxpayer 
dollars from inappropriate expenditure. 
With less than 3 weeks until enroll-
ment in the health insurance ex-
changes and they go live, the Obama 
administration continues to tinker and 
twist the dials on the Affordable Care 
Act, exposing the executive branch’s 
lack of readiness for such a massive 
and fundamental change of the way 
health care is delivered and adminis-
tered in this country. In an effort to 
save their misguided health care take-
over, the administration has signifi-
cantly scaled back the original scope of 
the Affordable Care Act—cutting cor-
ners and delaying any piece of the leg-
islation which becomes inconvenient 
or, perhaps, embarrassing to the Presi-
dent. 

The President has chosen to delay 
the employer mandate included in the 
Affordable Care Act; yet has not given 
that same reprieve to everyday Ameri-
cans. Why? Why should that be? Be-
cause enforcing the employer mandate 
was inconvenient. The President an-
nounced that he could not implement 
the CLASS Act portion of the Afford-
able Care Act. Why? Because it was in-
convenient. Now the President simply 
will not enforce the verification re-
quirements to prevent the fraudulent 
acceptance of subsidies. Why? Because, 
again, it is inconvenient. 

Just 3 months before the exchanges 
are supposed to go live, on January 1, 
Health and Human Services decided 
that on July 5 of this year it would 
simply accept an applicant’s attesta-
tion of household income without any 
certifiable verification. The President’s 
strategy on the health care law is now 
‘‘trust; don’t verify.’’ 

The Secretary of Health and Human 
Services has made the opening of the 
exchanges on October 1 her central pri-
ority. However, in facing tight dead-
lines and daunting workloads, the ad-
ministration has instead drastically 
lowered their standards. It’s clear from 
the final rule issued late in the day on 
July 5, 2013, that the administration 
will allow any type of flexibility nec-
essary to ensure that their law appears 
that it is being implemented as 
planned. Regardless of what you may 
believe, the administration has been 
very clear. 

The rule states explicitly: 
The exchange may accept the attestation 

of projected annual household income with-
out further verification for the purposes of 
the exchange’s eligibility determination. 

The administration is more than com-
fortable with letting over $1 trillion go out 
the door without verifying that it’s going to 
the correct individuals. 

They even state in the final rule: 
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